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Good afternoon, I’m David Crist and I am chairman of the Advocacy Group within 

the American Optometric Association.  I would like to join Dr. Pittman and 

Commissioner Horn in welcoming you to today’s White House Conference on 

Aging Solutions Forum. 

 

As primary eye care providers, optometrists play a pivotal role in the treatment of 

our aging population.  Whether it is helping Baby Boomers deal with presbyopia, or 

treating the ravages of age-related macular degeneration, or identifying systemic 

diseases such as hypertension or diabetes, optometrists are at the front lines in the 

provision of health care.   

 

It is fitting for us to be here today to discuss how access to eye care can help senior 

citizens live more productive and fulfilling lives.  We may not uncover all of the 

solutions at today’s solutions forum, but the exchange of ideas is valuable as we 

toward December’s conference. 

 

Again, thank you for being with us today. 

 


